This March marks 5 years
since the US-led attack on
Irag. And the occupation

continues today. Millions
of Iragis have now been
displaced, wounded or
Killed.

Meanwhile military conflict
rages within Afghanistan
between occupying forces
led by NATO and a
resistance movement.

Join the rally on Palm
Sunday to calling for peace
and withdrawal of
Australian troops from Iraq

and Afghanistan.

Supported by Just Peace. For more information call 0402 859 822




This March marks 5 years since the missiles rained on Baghdad and the
US-led occupation of Irag began. Today the sectarian partition of Iraq is
nearly complete. Neighbourhoods in Baghdad are cut by high walls with
watchtowers. 4 million Iraqis are displaced either elsewhere within Iraq or in
nearby countries. The numbers of Iraqi’s killed is unclear but is undoubtedly
in the hundreds of thousands and possibly a million. Whilst in Afghanistan
military conflict rages with a civilian population paying with their lives.

Those opposed to Australia’s participation in the “war on terror” cheered
when Howard’s government was thrown out. But there is still much to be
done to see Australian troops returned from Iraq and Afghanistan. Kevin
Rudd is passionately committed to the US-Alliance so Australian troops are
merely being re-deployed from Irag to Afghanistan and Foreign Affairs
Minister Smith has declined to rule out sending more troops.

Irag’s oil reserves — under exploited during the 1990’s due to US-led
sanctions — mean Iraq has a quarter of the world’s oil reserves. But as the
world passes through peak oil Iraq’s oil fields are a strategic asset for the US
and its allies. Afghanistan is strategic for gas pipelines. US bases
constructed in Iraq and Afghanistan represent the determination to continue
the occupations regardless of any civilian toll.

In Australia Ross Garnaut's interim climate change report — one
commissioned by Rudd - makes an urgent call for action with bigger cuts to
emissions. But Australian corporations, like other western corporations, are
committed to a profit-driven economy based upon burning fossil fuels.

One of Australia’s military officers Air Chief Marshal Houston has stated to a
parliamentary committee that Australia has spent $1.5 billion on the Iraq war
with total spending to reach $2.1 billion by 2010. Kevin Rudd is talking up
the risk of inflation to justify the massive cuts to government spending he will
make in the next budget. Ask any nurse, teacher, beneficiary or student
where this money thrown into the Irag occupation could be better spent.

There is much to be done before we see peace. Those wanting peace in the
middle east and elsewhere in the world will be rallying at noon on Palm
Sunday (16 March) at King Square in Fremantle (next to Fremantle
Town Hall on William Street).




